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Representative Jon D. Fox; R. Sargent Shriver,
honorary cochairman, Consortium for the Na-
tional Equal Justice Library, and his wife, Eunice
Kennedy Shriver; Father Robert F. Drinan, pro-
fessor of law, Georgetown University; Jerome J.
Shestack, R. William Ide III, Roberta Cooper
Ramo, former presidents, and William G. Paul,
president-elect, American Bar Association; Doug-
las Eakeley, chair, Legal Services Corporation

board of directors; retired Marin County, CA, Su-
perior Court Judge Henry J. Broderick; former
Justice Department Solicitor General Walter E.
Dellinger; and the First Lady’s brother, Hugh
Rodham. The transcript released by the Office of
the Press Secretary also included the remarks of
the First Lady. The proclamation of July 26 is
listed in Appendix D at the end of this volume.

Statement on the Death of Dan Dutko
July 27, 1999

Hillary and I are deeply saddened by the un-
timely death of our good friend Dan Dutko.
Dan has been a friend, an ally, and an adviser
for nearly three decades. He enriched our lives
with his enthusiasm and served his country with
distinction. He deeply believed in the cause of
the Democratic Party and worked tirelessly to

ensure that it would have the ability to commu-
nicate effectively with the voters. He was a de-
voted supporter of Israel and a champion of
national service.

Our thoughts and prayers are with his wife,
Deborah, and their two young children,
Matthew and Jonathan.

Statement on House Action on Proposed Legislation To Extend Normal
Trade Relations With China
July 27, 1999

I welcome the strong bipartisan vote in the
House today to extend normal trade relations
(NTR) with China.

Extending NTR is the right way to advance
America’s interests. Our exports to China have
nearly tripled over the past decade to $14.2
billion. NTR boosts not only America’s economy
but also those of Hong Kong and Taiwan, as
well as China.

NTR promotes China’s integration into the
global economy, which in turn strengthens mar-
ket-oriented reformers within China. Expanding
trade can help bring greater social change to
China by spreading the tools, contacts, and ideas
that promote freedom. Maintaining NTR helps
us to move China toward global norms on

human rights, weapons of mass destruction,
crime and drugs, and the environment, as well
as on trade. China clearly has far to go in all
these areas, and we will continue to address
our differences directly and protect our national
interests.

I remain determined to pursue an agreement
for China to join the WTO on viable commercial
terms—not as a favor to China but as a means
of opening and reforming China’s markets and
holding China to the rules of the global trading
system. I remain ready to work closely with
Congress to secure permanent NTR status for
China in the context of a commercially strong
WTO agreement.
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